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CITY OF THE COLONY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
& PARKS
MASTER PLAN

INTRODUCTION
The Colony Parks and Recreation Mission
“To enhance the quality of life for all citizens of The Colony by providing a variety of safe, modern and affordable Parks and
Recreation facilities and activities to meet the diverse and growing needs of our community.”

OVERVIEW
The Community Development Corporation and the Parks and Recreation Department believes in
fundamentally enhancing the quality of life and providing a sense of community for citizens in The
Colony through facilities, services and programming opportunities. The City Council, the Community
Development Corporation and City Staff continuously makes The Colony a great place to live by
investing in and offering beautiful and well maintained parks, trails and natural resources. The Parks and
Recreation Department is successful in providing recreational opportunities to the residents of The
Colony because of the hardworking staff and partnerships with the United States Army Corps of Engineers
and private recreational providers.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN
•
•

•

To present community wide goals, objectives and needs regarding the Park System
To serve as an informational tool related to community development, parks, recreation & open spaces
to help guide the Community Development Corporation, City Staff and the Department on present
and future decisions
To provide feasible recommendations regarding the existing and future parks and open space system

This plan is meant to serve all areas within the city limits of The Colony. A more detailed analysis of
potential projects, scope, costs and timeline are provided for implementation throughout the year 2029.
For this plan to remain meaningful, it should be periodically amended and revised throughout the
planning period. Typically, plans are updated every five years to reflect the current needs of the community.
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CITY & COMMUNITY
INFORMATION

01.

Slay Baker Park

CITY PROFILE
The City of The Colony is 16.1 square miles and located in Denton County, TX and is a suburb of Dallas. It is
located in the Blackland Prairie Ecological Region and is characterized by marine chalks, marls, limestones and
shales which helped to form the heavy clay, black, calcareous and alkaline soils. Early settlers were drawn to
this region because of the productivity and fertility of the soils, the native grasslands and the easy rolling hills.
(Texas Parks & Wildlife Department)
The City is surrounded by Frisco to the north, Plano to the east, Carrollton to the south and Lewisville to the
southwest. The Colony is bordered to the west by Lewisville Lake and approximately 26 miles of shoreline
are positioned within the city limits. Lewisville Lake is a flood control lake that provides a natural habitat for
various native plants and animals and an abundance of recreation opportunities for citizens and visitors. In
addition, the lake provides eco-system services such as wildlife habitat areas, nutrient cycling and flood
protection. The Colony has numerous streams and tributaries that run through the City; three notable creeks
are: Indian Creek, Stewart Creek and Office Creek.
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BACKGROUND
•

•

In 1840, an Empresario grant named Peter’s Colony was granted to William S
Peters and his associates to settle areas of North Texas
- Peter’s Colony awarded land to families (called Peter’s Colonists) who
settled land, grew crops, built cabins and pledged allegiance to The
Republic of Texas

•

•

•

•
•

In 1852, Henry Hedgcoxe was appointed chief surveyor of The Bridges
Settlement 		
- A group of land speculators raided and burned down the headquarters; a
period referred to in Texas History as the Hedgcoxe War
In 1902 there were four established historical settlements in The Colony: Stewart
Creek, Stewartsville, Camey and Rector
- Camey was the most prosperous community built around The Railroad Line

1852

Hedgcoxe War

Henry Oliver
Hedgcoxe

1902

Camey
Settlement
Historical
Plaque of
Peters Colony

1948

Lewisville Dam

Fox & Jacobs
Developments

In 1973, a residential land developer named Fox & Jacobs bought 2,500
acres of land along Lewisville Lake and Eastvale to build housing units
- Fox & Jacobs commemorated early colonists by naming the community, The
Colony

Declared a
Home Rule City

In early 1977, The Colony was incorporated as a City and was declared a Home
Rule City not long afterwards
In 2000, the Tribute Golf Course was designed by Tripp Davis
- This course resembles the Links Golf Courses in Scotland and overlooks
Lewisville Lake
In 2003, Five Star Complex was opened to the public
- The Colony Five Star Complex is an 80-acre state of the arts sports complex

•

In 2009, construction of The Shoreline Trail began
- The trail connects Stewart Creek Park and Ridgepointe Park and features
trailheads, interpretative signage and other amenities

•

In 2009, construction of phase I of The Park Loop Trail began

•

In 2010, Tripp Davis and PGA Tour Star Justin Leonard helped design the Old
American Golf Course
- This golf course was designed to resemble golf courses from “The
Golden Age of Golf Architecture”
In 2012, construction by Berkshire Hathaway of a 100-acre complex called
Nebraska Furniture Mart began
- Nebraska Furniture Mart is part of a 433 acre mixed – use real estate
development called Grandscape

1979

1977

The Colony
incorporated
as a City

2000

Tribute Golf
Course Built
Tribute
Golf Course

2003

Five Star Complex
Grand Opening

The Colony Five
Star Complex

2009

Park Loop Trail
Construction
Park Loop Trail

2009

Shoreline Trail
Construction

Shoreline Trail

2010

Old American Golf
Course Developed
Old American
Golf Course

2019
Present
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Lewisville Dam

1973

In 1948, the Army Corps of Engineers began construction on the Lewisville Dam
- In 1958 a small lake-side community on the eastern shore of Lewisville Lake
was developed and named Eastvale

•

•

Map of Peters
Colony

In 1844, Willis T Stewart moved the headquarters to Bridges Settlement
- The Bridges settlement is recognized as the first settlement in Denton County
- John and Mildred Bridges, Civil War soldiers and many early colonists are
buried at The Historical Bridges cemetery

•

1840

Establishment of
Peter’s Colony

2012

Nebraska
Furniture Mart &
Grandscape
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LOCAL DEMOGRAPHICS
Housing & Income

15,570

Households

Population

33.8

According to the American
Census Bureau there are 15,570
households. There are 9,446
Housing Units which are owner
- occupied and 6,124 are renter
- occupied.

Median Age

Average Household Income

6.1%

Persons
under 5

$142,369

6.9%

Persons
65 & over

Median Value of Owner Occupied Households

Persons
under 18

$172,900

POPULATION BY AGE

22.8%

Census Bureau Stastics or American Fact Finder: Retrieved from: https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/thecolonycitytexas
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml?src=bkmk
The Colony EDC: Retreived from: http://thecolonyedc.org/demographics/

Population Estimates
44,670

45,693

2020

White or Caucasian

2019

Race & Ethnicity

51,170

57,304

Other Races
Black / African
American

Retrieved from: https://www.thecolonytx.gov/613/Economic-Development-Corporation-4A
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2030

Hispanic or Latino

2025

Non - Hispanic

Retrieved from World Population Review:
http://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/the-colony-tx-population/
Population Projections based on an annual increase of 2.29% from 20102017, (7 years).
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IMPACT OF PARKS NATIONWIDE & STATEWIDE
According to a research study conducted by Wakefield Institute for the National Park Recreation Association,

“Millennials are more likely to visit any outdoor location to
experience the health benefits of nature compared to their counter parts.”

89% Millennials

82% Gen Exers

77% Boomers

According to IMPLAN Center for Regional Analysis - George Mason University for the NRPA,

The Economic Impact of Local Park and Recreation Spending in

The State of Texas is highlighted below
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
In 2015, $7,715,962,668 in economic
activity (transactions) was generated by
local parks & recreation.

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY PER CAPITA
In 2015, $280.90 in economic activity
per person was generated by parks and
recreation.

EMPLOYMENT

LABOR INCOME

In 2015, 60,176 jobs were supported by
parks & recreation.

In 2015, $2,947,439,905 in salaries,
wages, and benefits were generated by
parks and recreation.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS MASTER PLAN
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IMPACTS OF PARKS AT A COMMUNITY LEVEL
The Proximate Principle
The proximate principle is a factor that states that properties on or near an adjacent park experience
a higher home value.
According to studies conducted by
John Crompton, properties near parks
and open spaces average a 5% - 20%
higher assessed value

Studies also show that properties
near parks experience a premium
in the following categories, rather
than properties not close to parks
•
•
•

Higher market value of
homes
Incremental increase of
value attributed to the
park
Property taxes can help
pay for maintenance
of nearby park or open
space

Wellness & Parks
Studies show that “people with good access to both built and natural facilities are 43% more likely to exercise
30 minutes multiple days a week”. (Perryman, 2006).

Economic Impact
Parks and Recreation facilities and services bring outside money into the local economy which can help grow
the job market and provide income for residents. Citizens spend money and pay taxes which provides wealth
for businesses and supports government services.
According to Studies by John Crompton, a
12 million dollar sport complex could have
the following impacts on a community:

• $2,039,000 Total expenditures in the local area
• $3,731,000 Economic impact of local sales
• $1,162,000 Economic impact on local income
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF PUBLIC / PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIPS IN THE COLONY
The Colony leases land to private entities who develop and operate public recreational facilities. These
facilities are for public enjoyment and the City generates revenue from lease payments.

THE FOLLOWING PARTNERSHIPS CONTRIBUTE A TOTAL OF $40 MILLION
IN PRIVATE CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FOR PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES
IN THE COLONY

TRIBUTE GOLF COURSE $14 Million Capital Invested

HAWAIIAN FALLS $8 Million
Capital Invested

OLD AMERICAN GOLF COURSE $14 Million Capital Invested

STEWART PENINSULA
GOLF COURSE $2 Million
Capital Invested

BLUE SKY SPORTS CENTER $2 Million
Capital Invested

The Colony has received a total of $5.5 million in direct revenue from lease
payments over the past 15 years.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS MASTER PLAN
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PARK CLASSIFICATION &
INVENTORY

02.

Stewart Creek Ship Playground,
Stewart Creek Park

The Colony’s Park, Recreation
& Open Space System Snapshot

2,493 acres
of Parkland

32 miles
of Greenbelts
& Trails

3
Recreational
Facilities

32
Parks

33
Athletic Fields

3
Golf Courses
(Public / Private
Partnerships)

1
Historical
Cemetery
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PARK CLASSIFICATION
PARK CLASSIFICATION SUMMARY
To better understand the Park System in The Colony, MHS Planning and Design inventoried the City’s current
recreational assets. The quality of sites and facilities were analyzed in order to understand what role the Park
System plays in the community. The Park Classification System categorizes parks within the city by size, population and
amenities provided. The City of The Colony’s Park System is divided into eight different categories. Each park
category plays a unique role in the City.

UNDEVELOPED
PARKS

NEIGHBORHOOD
PARKS

COMMUNITY
PARKS

SPECIAL USE
PARKS

ATHLETIC
FACILITIES

NATURAL
AREAS

REGIONAL
PARKS

RECREATIONAL
FACILITIES

GREENBELTS
AND TRAILS
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UNDEVELOPED PARKS
Undeveloped parks are City owned land with the future intent of being developed as parks. Undeveloped parks are
vacant lots and can vary in size.
The following properties in The Colony are classified as undeveloped parks:

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
Neighborhood parks are typically five to ten acres and provide opportunities for active and passive recreation.
Neighborhood parks serve a one-half mile radius and are usually within walking or biking distance for residents in
the surrounding neighborhood. Some typical amenities include playgrounds, picnic areas, pavilions, tennis courts,
play courts, unlighted play fields, walking / jogging trails, natural open spaces, parking and restrooms.
The following properties in The Colony are classified as neighborhood parks:

COMMUNITY PARKS
Community parks are usually 40 to 100 acres which provide a wide range of opportunities such as active, passive and
primitive recreation. Community parks serve a two-mile radius and typically provide recreational opportunities for
multiple neighborhoods in the City. Community parks generally have distinguishing facilities such as: individual or
multi-purpose sports fields / courts, spraygrounds, amphitheaters, disc golf courses, multi-purpose trails, basketball
courts, playgrounds, tennis courts, pavilions, picnic areas, open spaces, parking and restrooms.
The following properties are classified as community parks:
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REGIONAL PARKS
Regional parks provide community-based recreation at a larger scale for both local residents and visitors from
surrounding areas. A regional park may be centered around a natural resource and provide nature-based
recreation. Regional parks include unique amenities, recreational opportunities and typically promote tourism.
Regional parks are generally larger than 50 acres and serve a 10 mile radius, however, the size may vary
depending on the specific use of the space. The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) owns land along
the lake which includes dedicated parkland and Wildlife Management Areas. The City of The Colony leases 2,167.17
acres of this land from the USACE. The properties leased from the USACE are either maintained and operated by
the City or subleased to a private entity by the City through a public / private partnership.
A total of 1567.17, acres owned by the USACE are classified as regional parkland and leased to The Colony. The parks
that are leased to the City from the USACE are: Eastvale (Blue Sky), Hidden Cove, Wynnewood Park (Old American
Golf Course & Tribute Golf Course), Stewart Creek Park and Stewart Peninsula Golf Course.
Turner Athletic Complex, Five Star Complex, Hawaiian Falls and Stewart Creek Park serve as destination attractions
for residents and tourists and are classified as regional parks. Turner Athletic Complex, Five Star Complex (west)
and Stewart Creek Park are operated by The Colony. The City owns 30.85 acres of land at Five Star East and leases
13.60 acres to Five Star East (Hawaiian Falls) to maintain and operate a water park.
The following table clarifies the regional park section in The Colony in regards to the various public / private
partnerships.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS MASTER PLAN
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ATHLETIC FACILITIES
Athletic facilities can serve single or multiple recreational purposes in a community. Athletic facilities vary in size
based on the facilities offered and serve specific user groups. Typically, athletic facilities serve the needs of youth and
adult athletic organizations. Facilities are usually lighted to increase capacity for play space and can accommodate
practices and games, yet are not utilized to host tournaments.
The following properties in The Colony are classified as athletic facilities:

SPECIAL USE PARKS
Special use parks are designed for a specific recreational purpose. Mainly, special use parks provide a space for
residents with similar interests to recreate. Special use parks provide facilities such as dog parks, skate parks,
cemeteries, etc. Special use parks do not have a specific size because the facilities offered determine the area needed.
The following properties in The Colony are classified as special use parks:

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Recreational facilities provide a wide variety of opportunities for local residents and neighboring communities.
Typically, recreational facilities are specialized for a specific use such as indoor recreation centers, aquatic parks,
community theaters, senior centers, event venues or community centers. Although most facilities are used for specific
purposes, some facilities are designed and constructed in order to allow for multiple activities. This enables most of the
facilities to accommodate changing interests and trends with minor improvements to the facility itself. Typically, most
recreational facilities are indoor and provide multiple passive and active opportunities that are available year-round.
The following properties in The Colony are classified as recreational facilities:
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NATURAL AREAS
Natural areas provide a change of scenery from the urban environment and usually contain few man-made
features. Natural areas often contain certain resources which may have essential cultural, historical, transcendental
and / or aesthetic appeal but are not limited to the following: creeks, lakes, wetlands, wilderness areas, forests, open
meadows and topography changes. Natural areas provide many benefits such as but not excluded to: preservation
and conservation of ecosystems and habitats, nature education, opportunities for passive, primitive and active
recreation and storage of flood water.
In The Colony, approximately 600 acres of Wildlife Management Areas along the shoreline of Lewisville Lake are
leased by the City from the USACE. The properties fall within the city limits and the extraterritorial jurisdiction of The
Colony and are classified as natural areas. In addition, Stewart Creek Park, Bill Allen Memorial Park, BB Owen Park,
Wynnewood Park, Hidden Cove Park Eastvale Park and Ridgepointe Park contain large natural areas within their
boundaries.

GREENBELTS AND TRAILS
Greenbelts are linear parks with trails that are usually developed around a natural resource such as a creek, drainage way,
river, lake shore or utility corridor. Greenbelt systems preserve valuable open spaces and natural habitats while
offering a natural environment for walking, jogging, cycling, etc. Greenbelts provide a transportation corridor linking
neighborhoods to parks, schools and shopping areas relatively free from automobile interference. Greenbelts also
serve as natural buffers between land uses, serve as utility easements and can usually be acquired at a relatively
inexpensive price due to the restrictions on development. Design standards for greenbelts are relatively flexible
in order to allow the maximum use of the natural environment in the design. Greenbelt corridor widths are often
determined by the existing topography, severity of flooding and other unique natural features. Greenbelt corridors
of less than twenty-five (25) “usable” feet should be avoided and narrow corridor sections kept to a minimum.
The following properties in The Colony are classified as greenbelts and trails:

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS MASTER PLAN
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PARK INVENTORY
The Colony, Texas
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METHODOLOGY

03.

Five Star Complex (west)

METHODOLOGY
The planning process to develop the Community Development and Parks Master Plan started in early 2019. The
Community Development Corporation (CDC) funded the development of the Parks Master Plan and will use this
document as a road map to develop park projects for the next ten years. The CDC was involved in every step of the
planning process and provided valuable input and insight to create a successful and implementable Master Plan.
A three step method was used to develop the 2019 Community Development and Parks Master Plan. The existing
Park System was reviewed, a needs analysis was developed and direction was provided for the future.

Existing Conditions

The parks and open space system in the City of The Colony was inventoried to understand the spatial layout of parks
within the City. The inventory process included existing parks, open spaces and recreational facilities.
To understand the specific needs of the parks, recreation and open space system in The Colony,
the following steps were taken:
•
•
•

A Level of Service Analysis was developed to compare existing park acres to the current population
A citizen survey was distributed and tabulated to gain beneficial feedback from the local residents regarding the
parks, recreation and open space system in The Colony
Several focus group meetings and public input meetings were held to gain insight into the desires of the community regarding the future of the park system

The following groups participated in focus group meetings:
		
- Parks and Recreation Staff
		
- City Staff
		
- Community Leaders and School Representatives
		
- City Council, Community Development Corporation,
City Manager and Economic Development Corporation
		
- Athletic Organizations
		
- General Public
The participation of the above persons assured the development of a master plan that will assist with future
improvements that will enrich the quality of life in The Colony.

Needs Analysis

A needs analysis was developed based on two key items: feedback from citizen input and inventory of The Colony’s
current assets.

Future of The Colony

This plan is intended to provide present day and future direction for the City regarding park projects and upgrades
through the year 2029.

Existing
Conditions

42

Needs
Analysis
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Future
of The
Colony

PUBLIC INPUT
INFORMATION

04.

Bill Allen Memorial Park

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Focus group meetings and public input meetings were held to gain a better understanding of the needs and
desires of The Colony’s existing Park System. A summary of the strengths and areas of improvement based on
citizen input can be found below.

44
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ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS
A survey was distributed to gain beneficial feedback from the community. A total of 883 responses were
recorded and tabulated. Citizens played a crucial role by providing insight about community desires, needs and
views of the existing and future park system. A summary of the findings are highlighted below.

Existing parks in The Colony should be upgraded and/or improved to include additional facilities

84%

Agree &
Strongly Agree

45%
Agree

3%

Disagree &
Strongly Disagree

39%
Strongly
Agree

13%
Neutral

1%
2%
Strongly
Disagree
Disagree

Rank any additional recreational facilities that you think should be added from most
important to least important

Weighted Scores
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Does the current Recreation Center
meet the community’s needs today?

Does the current Recreation Center
meet the community’s needs in 10 years?

Does the current Community / Senior Center
meet the community’s current needs today?

Does the current Community / Senior Center
meet the community’s needs in 10 years?
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Parks & recreation facilities are an important and beneficial use of tax dollars

93%

Agree &
Strongly Agree

1%

Disagree &
Strongly Disagree
6%
Neutral

Municipal bonds, paid through increased tax revenues, should be used to help fund
new or expanded multi-generational or other types of indoor recreation facilities

67%

Agree &
Strongly Agree

12%

Disagree &
Strongly Disagree
21%
Neutral
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES

05.

Stewart Creek Park

Park Goal
To preserve the hometown feel of the community and its identity as the City by the Lake,
by providing enhanced recreational opportunities for the residents and visitors to the
community.
OBJECTIVES
• To focus recreational development that utilizes Lake Lewisville as the City’s primary
asset for future recreational opportunities
• To investigate options for improved recreational facilities that are cost effective and
meet the needs of the community, including studies for new and/or expanding facilities
• To encourage new and increased partnerships with local schools, HOAs, Corps of
Engineers, property developers and businesses for the expansion of recreational
opportunities for citizens
• To continue enhancing the trail network throughout The Colony, as outlined in The
Colony Trails and Bikeways Master Plan and the North Central Texas Council of
Governments Veloweb Plan
• To develop a communications plan to inform citizen about amenities, programs and
special events by utilizing various forms of media, including signage, branding, social
media, print media and direct mail/email
• To work with and mentor youth sports associations to successfully develop their
programs
• To continue to offer recreational programming opportunities and incorporate new
and innovative programming ideas to meet the needs the community

Natural Open Space Goal
To identify, protect and preserve quality natural areas in parks, open spaces and other appropriate areas within The
Colony, for the protection of valuable ecosystems, unstructured recreational activities and inherent aesthetic value.
OBJECTIVES
•

To continue, as the designated stewards, to preserve and protect the lake parks, trails, riparian and wildlife zones of
Lewisville Lake, the City’s primary natural asset

•

To preserve the valuable existing ecosystems and habitats throughout The Colony and to reestablish ecosystems for
threatened pollinator species, in appropriate areas

•

To enhance the aesthetic image of The Colony by beautification in City parks, facilities, trails and scenic roadways
utilizing environmentally appropriate and native species

•

To promote the viewing of the natural landscapes and habitats found in areas throughout The Colony as a resource
for creative expression and personal solace

Administrative Action Goals
To promote parks and recreation by participating in programs, providing plans, conducting studies and receiving
endorsements that improve Parks and Recreation services and facilities and promote the accolades the department
receives as proof of the commitment to the quality of life provided to the citizens of The Colony.
OBJECTIVES
•

To implement Green CIty and Cityworks asset management & work order system

•

To continue to focus and develop trail related projects such as: the national 10-Minute Walk Campaign, construct
trails and bike lanes and apply for trail related grants

50

•

To update the Community Development & Parks and the Trails & Bikeways Master Plans

•

To apply to become an accredited Parks and Recreation Agency through NRPA
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

LEVEL OF SERVICE
ANALYSIS

06.

Shoreline Trailhead

IN 2019
THE COLONY’S LEVEL OF SERVICE IS

22.62 ACRES PER 1,000 PERSONS
With a (2019) population estimate of 44,670

IN 2029
THE COLONY’S PROJECTED LEVEL OF SERVICE WILL BE

19.10 ACRES PER 1,000 PERSONS
With a future (2029) population estimate of 57,304

LEVEL OF SERVICE

The Level of Service is a measurement of usable park acres per 1,000 persons. The Level of Service is necessary for the
City Representatives and citizens to understand the importance of the role of the park system in The Colony and to help
support essential decisions in future parks, recreation and open space development.

METHODOLOGY
•

All Parks, Open Spaces and Trails were inventoried and only developed park acres were tabulated to develop the
Level of Service.

•

It is important to note that HOA parks are not included in the Level of Service Analysis, although they do provide
space and facilities for usage and meet the recreational needs of citizens of The Colony.

•

The three golf courses and private recreational facilities on leased land in The Colony serve as destination attractions,
record a high level of citizen usage and positively impact the economy of The Colony. Therefore, the private
recreational providers and golf courses are counted in the Level of Service Analysis.

•

Trails that are found in a park are counted in the greenbelts and trails category, not the park that they are located in.

•

The total parkland acres were compared to the 2019 population estimate (44,670) to develop a Level of Service of
acres per 1,000 residents.

•

A projected Level of Service Analysis was developed to better understand the amount of developed acres / 1,000
residents The Colony will have in the future. The total parkland acres were compared to the 2030 population estimate
(57,304) to project a Level of Service of acres per 1,000 residents.

RECOMMENDED STANDARD
In order to create a recommended standard for the Level of Service Analysis, the consulting team compared the
Colony to surrounding communities and NRPA standards. The result was a recommended standard that is specific to the
City of the Colony and accurately represents the Parks, Recreation and Open Space System.
When comparing these standards to the Colony’s Level of Service Analysis, gaps and surpluses in the Park System can be
made identifiable. This can be used as a guideline to assist with future planning.

* With
USACE Land

According to the NRPA, the national
standard for Level of Service for 2019 is

FRISCO

10.68

9.13 THE COLONY

CARROLLTON

PLANO

14.08

12.43

LEWISVILLE

10.1 acres per
1,000 residents

14.16

22.56

THE COLONY

SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES LEVEL OF SERVICE CHART

* Without
USACE Land

Or 1 park for every
2,181 residents

Level of Service = acres per 1,000 residents
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LEVEL OF SERVICE INVENTORY CHART
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CURRENT LEVEL OF SERVICE =

22.56

per 1,000 residents
After reviewing surrounding park systems, NRPA standards and practices that make The Colony a successful
park and recreation system, a targeted level of service was developed. The Colony’s recommended Level of
Service is 19 acres per thousand residents. The City is landlocked and with the availability of leased
land and existing undeveloped properties, there is no future expectation to acquire additional parkland. The
City should maintain the parkland they have at a high standard and continue to provide a successful parks and
recreation system.
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MAINTENANCE ANALYSIS
The Colony has a large amount of parkland and open space in the City that is managed and maintained at a high
level. Based on City Staff input and professional opinion, The Colony’s Park System is split into three different
categories based on the level of maintenance performed by the City. The categories are: high level, middle and low level of
maintenance.
•

High level maintenance parks are developed parks that are maintained and operated by the City.

•

Middle level maintenance parks are those that have an undeveloped portion and are maintained periodically by
the City.

•

Low level maintenance are undeveloped parks and maintained on an as needed basis. Leased parks that are
maintained by a private entity are classified as low level maintenance parks as they are not maintained and
operated by the City.
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HIGH LEVEL MAINTENANCE
Developed Parks
High maintenance parks involve weekly or biweekly mowing, edging, fertilizing, trash pickup, irrigation
system repairs and maintenance, tree and shrub trimming, etc.
The following properties are classified as High Level Maintenance:

5.73 acres
per 1,000
residents
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MEDIUM LEVEL MAINTENANCE
Intermediate Parks
Medium maintenance parks are maintained periodically with mowing and edging as needed, removal of
fallen trees, erosion and flooding control.
The following properties are classified as Middle Level Maintenance:

4.20 acres
per 1,000
residents
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LOW LEVEL MAINTENACE
Undeveloped Parks
Low maintenance parks are maintained on an as needed basis such as the removal of fallen trees, flooding
mitigation and repairs and any issues that could impact the safety of citizens. The leased Parks are classified
as low level of maintenance because they are typically maintained by a private entity.
Note: All leased land in The Colony are classified as undeveloped parks, except Stewart Creek
Park and Hawaiian Falls. Stewart Creek Park is maintained and operated by The Colony and the
developed portion of the park is classified as a High Level of Maintenance Park. A total of 17.25 acres at
Hawaiian Falls is an undeveloped open lawn that is mowed and maintained by The Colony and classified as
an intermediate park.
The following properties are classified as Low Level of Maintenance:

45.88 acres
per 1,000
residents
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ASSESSMENT
OF NEEDS

07.

Lion’s Club Park

RECREATIONAL PRIORITIES BASED
ON THE CITIZEN SURVEY

618

748

2. Splashpads

1. Recreation Center

552

3. Multi-Use Paved Trails

447

4. Nature Trails / Interpretive signage

5. Restrooms

371

378

368

7. Wildflower / Pollinator
Habitats

6. Fishing Piers / Docks

62

458

8. Paddle Sport Launches

359

330

9. Neighborhood Recreation Center

10. Median Beautification
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PLANNING FACTORS
The recreational needs of The Colony were established with
three guiding planning factors:

DEMAND BASED NEEDS
Based on citizen input and
Level of Service Analysis

RESOURCE BASED APPROACH
Identifiable through Inventory
analysis, team experience and
public input

STANDARD BASED NEEDS
Standards from the National Park
Recreation Association compared
to The Colony

PARKS, RECREATION &
OPEN SPACE SYSTEM
2019-2029
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EXISTING PARK & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NEEDS
•

•

Splashpads

•

Development of existing City owned parkland

•

Lewisville Lake active and passive opportunities

median beautification
•

Drinking fountains with water bottle refilling
stations, pet stations

- Fitness stations, paddle sport
•

Enhanced landscaping, art installations and

launches, lake viewing opportunities

•

Shaded areas - trees and permanent structures

•

Erosion and drainage improvements

•

Pavilions / picnic areas

•

Playgrounds

•

Site amenities

•

Restroom facilities

- Benches, picnic tables, bike racks and
trash cans
•
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Programming opportunities
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TRAIL NEEDS

•

Multi-use trail expansion opportunities and nature trails

•

Trail connections to parks, schools, businesses, etc.

•

Trail markers, interpretative signage, improved wayfinding
and call boxes along trails

•

Trailheads with kiosks, maps, bike maintenance stations
and bike racks

•

Trail programming opportunities
- 5k trail runs, group hikes, school field trips

•

Passive recreational opportunities along trails
- benches, shelters and picnic tables

•

Trail lighting
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ATHLETIC NEEDS

Since sport organizations have different needs than the general public, a carrying capacity analysis was
conducted to better understand the unique needs of individual athletic organizations. A carrying capacity
analysis is used to show the number of games one field can accommodate weekly. The consulting team
conducted focus group meetings with different sport organizations to understand how the organizations
manage and schedule games and team practices. In addition, focus group meetings gave meaningful
insight about ways to possibly provide athletic opportunities for the growing population of The Colony.
It is important to note that the following charts are focused on Recreational Youth Sports and not the entire
facility as a whole. The athletic fields throughout The Colony are active spaces and many different groups
and organizations use the fields for various purposes such as: Tournaments, Ultimate Frisbee, Flag Football,
Kickball, Baseball, Lacrosse and other programmed recreational activities. Men’s Soccer Adult League is very
popular with an average of over 200 games per year on a total of four fields.
The following sections explain the future needs for Youth Basketball, Softball, Volleyball and Soccer. Football
and Baseball attended focus group meetings, yet did not provide athletic needs charts, so these two youth
organizations are not included in this needs analysis.

Background
•
•
•
•
•
•

YOUTH SOCCER

Soccer is administered by The Colony Youth Soccer Association (TCYSA)
A total of 55 teams played in the 2018 Spring season
Youth soccer plays games at Five Star Complex (west) and Practices at Turner Athletic Complex
Typically, four games are played on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Typically, eight games are played on Saturdays
At the Five Star Complex there are 8 soccer fields
- One field accommodates games for U4-U8, two fields for U9-U12 and five fields for
U13 & up

Anticipated Future of Soccer
•
•
•

Membership numbers for youth soccer has stayed relatively consistent over the past few years
Based on national trends, membership data and population estimates, the expected annual growth rate
for soccer is 0.5%
There is a future need to host more soccer tournaments at Five Star, yet based on future projections of
soccer membership data there is no need for new fields

The following table shows the current and future need for youth soccer based on a 0.5% annual growth rate:
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YOUTH VOLLEYBALL

Background
• Youth volleyball is provided by The Colony Parks & Recreation
• Volleyball practices and plays games at The Colony Recreation Center
• The season for volleyball is in the Spring and Fall
• Typically, three to eight games are played on Saturdays
• Teams play one to two games a week
Anticipated Future of Volleyball
• Volleyball has experienced a decline over the past couple of years
• The estimated decline rate is 1%
•
- The 1% decline rate is based on membership data and national trends
• The development of a new recreation center with high - end courts could increase the
membership numbers of volleyball
The following table explains the existing and future needs with an estimated decline rate of 1%:

YOUTH SOFTBALL

Background
• Youth softball is provided by The Colony Softball Association (TCSA)
• There were 8 softball teams in 2018
• Softball plays in the Fall and Spring seasons
• Youth softball plays games at Five Star Complex (West) and practices at North Colony Baseball and
Softball Complex
• Typically, softball plays two games on weeknights and seven games on the weekends

•

Both Blastball (ages 3-5) and 6U-15U age groups play on the same size field

Anticipated Future of Softball
• Softball has an estimated annual growth rate of 1.5%
- This estimated growth rate is based on national trends of softball as a sport,
past membership data and population projections
The following table describes the existing and future needs for youth softball with an estimated
growth rate of 1.5%.
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Background
•
•
•
•
•
•

YOUTH BASKETBALL

Youth basketball is provided by The Colony Parks and Recreation Department (PARD)
There were 40 basketball teams in the summer 2019 and 37 teams in the winter
Youth basketball plays two seasons, Winter and Summer
Youth basketball typically has access to three courts for practices and games, one at The Colony Recreation
Center and two courts at local schools
The success of youth basketball depends heavily on partnerships with local schools
Typically teams play two games per week on Saturdays and 15-24 games per day

Anticipated Future of Basketball
• The estimated growth rate for basketball is 1.4%
- This growth rate is based on national trends of basketball as a sport, past basketball membership
data and evaluations of expected population growth in the City
• It is important to note that building a new recreation center could increase basketball membership numbers
significantly
The following table explains the existing and future needs for youth basketball with an estimated growth rate
of 1.4% per year.
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NATURAL AREA & OPEN SPACE NEEDS

•

Preservation and conservation of natural areas

•

Future sustainable design and maintenance programs

•

Wildlife viewing areas

•

Nature programming opportunities
- Nature education and Texas Master Naturalist classes

•

Wetland enhancement / preservation

•

Vegetation plantings and pollinator gardens for wildlife

•

Invasive species control

NATURAL AREAS PROVIDE BENEFITS SUCH AS

NATURE
EDUCATION

WILDLIFE VIEWING
AREAS

ECOSYSTEM
SERVICES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS MASTER PLAN

69

MULTIGENERATION RECREATION NEEDS
•

Indoor Recreation Center
- Centralized location with Multi-Generational opportunities
- Additional activities and programming
- Larger gym space
- Meeting rooms and event spaces

•
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Activity & lounge spaces at the Community / Senior Center

Recreation Center - Does it meet the
Current Need?

Community / Senior Center - Does it meet
the Current Need?

Recreation Center - Will it meet the
Future Need?

Community / Senior Center - Will it meet
the Future Need?
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SITE & FACILITY
RECOMMENDATIONS

08.

Austin Ranch Trail

EXISTING PARK & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Construct a splashpad at Kids’ Colony Park

•

Develop West Shore Park with a playground and park amenities and a
kayak launch

•

Improve and enhance facilities at Stewart Creek Park

•

Renovate the Aquatic Park Splash Zone

•

Fix erosion and drainage issues at Bill Allen Memorial Park

•

Renovate and update Lion’s Club Park with a pavilion and looped trail

•

Restore and enhance the pond at BB Owens Softball Complex

•

Upgrade light fixtures at Pawsome Playground Dog Park

•

Develop Augusta Park with a playground and other amenities

•

Develop Squires Drive Park with a playground, park amenities

Splashpad

and trail features
•

Provide and implement a playground replacement plan

•

Continue to upgrade existing park amenities

•

Continue to provide recreational activities in parks

•

Install art throughout the City and continue to provide median
enhancements

Stewart Creek Park

Bill Allen Memorial Park
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Median
Enhancements

Art

Lion’s Club Park

TRAIL RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Provide enhancements to Shoreline Trail with pollinator areas and site amenities

•

Relocate sections of Shoreline Trail that have eroded / flooded areas or are located in flood prone areas

•

Construct call boxes, replace interpretative signage and improve wayfinding along trails

•

Program trail opportunities such as: 5k trail runs and educational school field trips

•

Continue to develop the Park Loop Trail according to the 2017 Trails and Bikeways Master Plan

• • • • ••• • • •• • • • • • • •
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Liberty 5k Trail Run Map

Trail Amenities

Erosion at Shoreline Trail

Rockwood Drive
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ATHLETIC RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Enhance Turner Athletic complex with parking lot renovations, lighting and restrooms updates

•

Provide upgrades at Five Star (west) and the Maintenance Area

•

Replace field lighting at Bridges Park

•

Enhance North Colony Baseball and Softball Complex with field improvements and
restroom replacement

•

Update BB Owens Softball Complex with field improvements, field lighting and a restroom

•

Enhance partnership with LISD for shared use athletic facilities

Five Star Complex (West)

Concession / Restroom at North Colony
Baseball & Softball Complex
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Turner Athletic Complex
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NATURAL AREA & OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Preserve and conserve Wildlife Management Areas, Lewisville Lake Shoreline and natural areas throughout
the park system

•

Implement sustainable design practices for future conservation and preservation of natural areas

•

Provide shelters and benches in natural areas surrounding Lewisville Lake to take advantage of the
natural views

•

Install native plantings and pollinator areas along Shoreline Trail

Natural Areas along Lewisville
Lake Shoreline

Pollinator Areas

Amenities in Natural Areas
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MULTIGENERATION RECREATION RECOMMENDATIONS
In 2019, The Colony partnered with a consulting firm to develop a feasibility study regarding the existing
recreation center and senior / community complex. The feasibility study includes program elements, a site
analysis and potential site options, sustainability goals and concepts, architectural styles and total project
estimates. Four options were presented in this feasibility study to address the recreational needs of the
community. Option A is to repair the old facility, Option B is to renovate and expand the existing facility as
it sits, and Option C is to switch the recreation center with the senior / community complex and expand the
buildings. The fourth option is to replace the facilities with a multigeneration facility. After receiving valuable
public feedback from the citizens, CDC Board and City staff, it is recommended to pursue Option D, to build a
new multigeneration facility.
In the Feasibility Study, each option for the recreation center is associated with a wish list of items.
The following programs are proposed for Option D.
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- Group exercise space
- Game / activity room
- Fitness space
- Multi - purpose room
- Computer lab / classroom
- Indoor playground

Existing Recreation Center Space

Existing Community / Senior Center Space

- Gym space
- Multi - activity court
- 30-50 person meeting room
- Senior adult lounge
- Storage space
- Office space
- Walking / jogging track
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Option D
“Remove the old facilities and
replace with a contemporary
new multigeneration recreation
center while balancing the size
of the replacement building with
The Colony’s overall need for
another recreation center
sometime in the distant future”
(Facility Assessment Study)

PRIORITIES

09.

Plano Parkway Trail

PRIORITIES LIST TABLE
The following table represents the projected recreational facilities priorities for The Colony’s Park System.
These priorities are based on information gathered from the citizen survey, focus group meetings, public input
meetings, the CDC Board, City Staff and professional opinion.
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IMPLEMENTATION
SCHEDULE

10.

Scout Park

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE
The following implementation schedule presents action items that are based on the needs,
recommendations and priorities found in this plan. The purpose of this implementation schedule is to
provide a framework to assist with future park and community development planning in the City. An
estimated project cost has been provided for each action item to help the city budget accordingly into the
future. Potential funding sources for park projects include donations, capital improvement funds, TPWD grants,
general funds and / or general obligation bonds. In addition, Texas Parks & Wildlife trail grants and Texas
Department of Transportation grants can be used for trail projects. It is important to note that the estimated
costs do not include the price for land acquisition, design or engineering that may be required.
Due to the high cost of some of the priorities in this plan, the implementation schedule is divided into three
time periods to assist with distributing costs over the ten-year period. The three time periods are: 2019-2023,
2024-2026 and 2027-2029. A ten year time period has also been provided for projects that will need to be
addressed yearly throughout the planning period.
As the City continues to grow it is necessary to replace older playgrounds in the park system. A playground
replacement plan has been provided as a guide in order to replace older playgrounds with new innovative and
safe playgrounds.
It is important to note that the following schedule is intended to be a flexible guide for development of
parks and recreational facilities over the next ten years. The City should evaluate and take advantage of any
unforeseen opportunities that may arise that are not identified in this schedule or change the order of
implementation if necessary.

COMPLETE
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Note:
*

The cost estimates for the 2019-2023 time period is based on 2019 dollars.

**

The cost estimates for the 2024-2026 time is based on 2019 dollars plus a 2% inflation rate peryear.

*** The cost estimates for the 2027-2029 time period is based on 2019 dollars plus a 2% inflation rate per year.
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PLAYGROUND REPLACEMENT PLAN

Five Star Complex (west)
Playground

Bill Allen Memorial Park
Playground
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Perryman Park
Playground
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

11.

Grandscape Development

Introduction

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This 2019 - 2029 Community Development and Parks Master Plan includes five key elements:

•
•
•
•
•

Public Input Information
Assessment of Needs for the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces in The Colony
Recommendations based on the Needs Analysis
Priorities for the next ten years
Implementation Schedule with estimated costs for 2019 - 2029

Public Input
Information

Strengths
Wide variety of amenities within the park system and multi-use facilities
Successful partnerships with the US Army Corps of Engineers and third-party operators
Great trails system with extensive connectivity
Excellent maintenance and upkeep of the park system
Areas in Need of Improvement
Lack of indoor recreational spaces
Shortage of creative, innovative and trending play spaces (splashpads)
Desire for trail linkages to progress more quickly

Facility Priority List

Citizen Survey
833 Responses

Existing Parks Should be
Upgraded or Improved

84%

Agree &
Strongly Agree

3%

Disagree &
Strongly Disagree

Does the current Recreation Center meet the
community’s needs now and in the future?

Current Need
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Future Need

Does the current Senior Center meet the
community’s needs now and in the future?

Current Need
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Future Need

Assessment of Needs

for the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces in The Colony
Existing Park and Community Development Needs
•

Splashpads

•

Restroom facilities

•

Development of existing City owned parkland

•

Enhanced landscaping, art installations

•

Kayak Launches

•

Erosion and drainage improvements

•

Pavilions / picnic areas

•

Playgrounds

•

Site amenities

•

Programming opportunities

and median beautification

Trail Needs
•

Athletic Needs

Multi-use trail expansion opportunities and

•

Additional gymnasiums

nature trails

•

Athletic field maintenance improvements
and standards

•

Trail connections to parks, schools, businesses, etc.

•

Trail markers, interpretative signage

•

Enhance partnership with LISD

•

Trail programming opportunities

•

Security lighting and lightning detectors

•

Trail heads with amenities

•

Scoreboard upgrades

•

Passive recreational opportunities along trails

•

Restroom and concession building
renovations

•

Swimming lanes or buoys for open water
athletics

Natural Area & Open Space Needs
•

Preservation and conservation of natural areas

•

Future sustainable design and

Multigeneration Recreation Needs
•

Indoor Recreation Center
- Centralized location with Multi-Generational
opportunities

maintenance programs
•

Nature programming opportunities

- Additional activities and programming

•

Vegetation plantings and pollinator

- Larger gym space

gardens for wildlife

- Meeting rooms and event spaces
•

Activity & lounge spaces at the Community /
Senior Center

Level of Service
Level of Service is the amount of useable park acreage per 1,000 residents within any given community. The
current Level of Service for The Colony is 22.56 acres per 1,000 residents. It is recommended that The City
should maintain a minimum of 19 acres per 1,000 residents in order to adequately serve the community and
local demands.
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Recommendations

based on the Needs Analysis
•

Construct a splashpad at Kids’ Colony Park

•

Develop West Shore Park with a playground, park amenities and kayak launch

•

Continue to develop the Park Loop Trail according to the 2017 Trails and Bikeways Master Plan

•

Construct a new Multigeneration Recreation Center

•

Fix erosion and drainage issues at Bill Allen Memorial Park

•

Enhance Turner Athletic Complex with parking lot renovations, restroom replacement and lighting

•

Improve and enhance facilities at Stewart Creek Park

•

Renovate the Aquatic Park Splash Zone

•

Relocate sections of Shoreline Trail that have eroded / flooded areas and provide pollinator areas and
site amenities to sections of Shoreline Trail

•

Replace older playgrounds and continue to upgrade existing park amenities

Priorities

over the next ten years
Based on the Citizen Survey, public input meetings, input from the CDC Board and City Board Staff and
professional opinion the following priorities have been provided for the City of The Colony through 2029.
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Implementation Schedule

with estimated costs for 2019 - 2029
The following implementation schedule presents action items that are based on the needs,
recommendations and priorities found in this plan. Potential funding sources for park projects include
donations, capital improvement funds, TPWD Grants, general funds and / or general obligation bonds. In
addition, Texas Parks & Wildlife Trail rants and Texas Department of Transportation Grants can be used for
trail projects. It is important to note that the estimated costs do not include the price for land acquisition,
design or engineering that may be required.
It is important to note that the following schedule is intended to be a flexible guide for development of
parks and recreational facilities over the next ten years. The City should evaluate and take advantage of any
unforeseen opportunities that may arise that are not identified in this schedule or change the order of
implementation if necessary as long as the projects meet the goals and objectives of this plan.
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The cost estimates for the 2024-2026 time is based on 2019 dollars plus a 2% inflation rate peryear.
**

*** The cost estimates for the 2027-2029 time period is based on 2019 dollars plus a 2% inflation rate
per year.

The cost estimates for the 2019-2023 time period is based on 2019 dollars.
*

Note:

The proposed improvements contained in this plan are intended to enhance the quality of life for the
residents of The Colony. In addition, the implementation of these projects will help ensure that the City of The
Colony is able to keep pace with the growing recreational needs of its citizens. The resulting benefits of this
plan include; increased quality of life, tourism potential, economic value, increasing property values and pride
throughout the community.
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APPENDIX I
Maps of Natural Areas in Parks
The following maps show the existing Natural Areas in parks.
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